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BY SELINA 
THURAU 


This is the first issue of undertow fanzine. I very 
spontaneously decided to do this zine, as one day an idea 
for the name, title page and people I wanted to interview 
came to my mind and one day later I just started with the first 
interview. Since I love self-drawn, not too polished looking comics, I 
really wanted to add at least one to the zine. 

I told my friend Natasha about 

this idea and she luckily introduced me to Kyrill who did one of the 
two comics you'll gonna find in this zine. I messaged him 
and he was stoked about the idea and I think not even a week later, he sent 
me the finished Version of his comic. You can find more of his work 
on instagram (ownxenemy) or on facebook (lesnoy). Thank you 
for being so reliable and passionate about it! 

Also special thanks to you Maegan, for taking the time for answering 
the questions even though you got three LP's one the run 
and thanks so much Dasha for doing the interview 
while being in the midst of moving to another country! 

Thank you Liam for being the fastest respondent!! 

Thank you to all the photographers; Natasha, Natalie, Zack, Andrey, Alenka, 
Marina, Julia, Matt, Joey, Marcel, Cyrille and Leni 
Thank you Thauer and Melina for your support. 


I hope you enjoy reading this zine as much as i did creating it, 
please don't eat the animals and see you soon ! 
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FROM TYUMEN, RÜSSIA 
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Hi] Teil me about you, Big Boss and how you came up with the name! 

Hey! I'm Dasha. I'm original ly from Tyumen. It's a city in Western 
Siberia, Russia. But at his point I'm preparing, let's say, to Start 
a new life in Leipzig, Germany. I'm actually going to be getting 
my second higher education (degree) there, and this time it's in 
Media Computer Science. Hopefully, it will work out 'cause I don't 
remember anything either about math or physics haha. 

Big Boss is a one-person project. It all started when I bought 
my first audiointerface. Since I couldn't Start a band for 
many years. I just decided 'why not do it myself 
I have everything for it.' So that was it. 

I'm not good at making up names, so I just took the nickname of 
Snake from Metal Gear Solid games because I was playing some of 
them at that moment. I thought it was the stupidest thing to 
come up with, and I didn't take the idea of recording too 
seriously at first. But people surprisingly started showing 
interest in the demo, so it grew into something a bit bigger 
with time. By now Big Boss has a demo and an EP in its 
discography and some history of shows in Europe and Russia. 

Big Boss also participated in the Teeny Tiny's Compilation 
''FRESH! Vol.1'' and is still gonna be a part of the Outburst 
tribute Compilation that they're making. 




What's the process of making a band coirrpletely on your own like? 



I suppose for each one person band it’s a different process. With 
the demo it was that I, let’s say, started 'hearing* some music 
in my head at first and then tried to play the riffs on the 
guitar until something more or less interesting came out of it. 
Then I programmed drums on the Computer using Guitar Pro, 
imported them into Cubase and process with Addictive Drums 
Software. When I had all the percussion tracks ready I recorded 
the bass and right after that two guitar tracks 
with the audiointerface. I didn’t 
even have to leave my room to do 
all that. However, I had to record 
the vocals at a practice space. 

I couldn’t afford to rent it for 
more than one or two hours per 
Weekends and I also got sick 
somewhere in the middle, so it 
took me several weeks to finish 
recording.That’s why they sound 
different on each of the demo 
tracks haha but I was too lazy to 
re-record everything. Since I am 
often too shy to ask people for 
help, feel anxious about someone 
evaluating what I do and was just 
curious about second engineering, 

I decided to try to mix and master 
all the tracks myself. Of course, 
the result was terrible and 
everyone can hear it now but 
I didn't really care at that 
moment. Although I'm still 
surprised that some people found 
the demo interesting and worth 
buying. I, to be honest, often 
feel ashamed about it and being 
too hasty with uploading it 
into the world wide web haha. 


As for the EP, i did almost the 
same at first. I mean I came up 
with some riffs, programmed drums 
and recorded bass and guitars just 
to have the idea of how I want it 
to sound. But that time, I decided 
that I'd need a real drummer and 
should record everything at a practice 

It-s e cool P e °P le mix ^ master the songs 

1 c ° be able to do everything on your own but vou 
anvrhin« HV 1 everything (I'm personally not good at 
to V deleL^ h = and sometrmes it's just better and smarter 
<-o delegate some thmgs to others! And since I did it 

l ™L C ” Pletely , Satis£ied w^h the result. I'm not süre if 

hard it v 6 qu ® st i on ' though. I'm sorry! l think, how 

hard it is to make a band on your own depends on vour oersonalii-v 
passion and skills. You‘11 have to do some money Investments too 7 ' 

I believe that everyone can potentially do it. For examnle if von 

^ Ut don,t have soulmates to play with or vou»re 
ot comfortable about socializing , don‘t hesitate to do it yoursel 
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How did you feel about playing your first concerts? 
e 1 me about the shows you played so far! 



When I'm being a front person, I still feel quite 
anxious and nervous every time I'm on stage. 

I guess the agitation can sometimes be noticed, 
because I keep constantly going from one side to 
another insted of just Standing. And most of the 
time I just don't know what to say between songs, 
which makes me feel very awkward, so all I can do 
is just thank everyone for something haha. I think 
if I played and Instrument i would feel more relaxed, 
because I would feel more relaxed, as I wouldn't 
be the focus of attention. Anyway, I have to struggle 
with myself every time I'm playing and I'm glad 
that I've managed to win this struggle so far because 
being on stage and play music is fun and beats 
all vou fears. 


the 


first 


the 


first 


one was in Europe. I didn't play any 
shows in Russia tili June 2017. The first one in Mannheim 
was probably the most complicated and I hadn't even 
planned to play it at first. It was more or less spontaneous 
Originally, the show was supposed to be the last 
Violent Reaction show on the mainland. After a while 
they had to cancel it though. I already booked my flight 
and didn't want to lose money, so I decided going anyway. 
Since the lineup became local, I got the nerve to ask 
Yannick if Big Boss could play (providing that I find 
a lineup myself). But Yannick told me that he wasn't 
already sure if the show was going to take place. I 
already gave up on that idea when Yannick messaged 
me that the show was gonna happen and asked me if I 
was still interested in playing just three weeks 
before the date. I decided that I couldn't miss the 
chance and started hectically looking for people. 

There were some misfortunes, but finally managed to 
gather the lineup that included Olivia, Athos and Julian. 
Still very thankful for enabling me this opportunity, 
because they only had one or two weeks to practice 
but still agreed to do it and managed to prepare 
themselves well. So the first show was really fun 
and the lineup was awesome. Got really impressed 
by Spirit Crusher and all the support they received. 


by MARINA 
YURCHEVA 








After that I played shows in Madrid, Leipzig and 
Stockholm, if we speak about Europe. I had so 
much fun in Spain. Yoshi and Eli are such nice 
hosts and Eli has such nice dogs! I was like in 
heaven haha. I enjoyed that show too. The venue owner 
partially ruined the night because of his weird 
behavior though. I suppose he pissed off an unbelievable 
amount of people. You should’ve seen him dancing in the 
bar stand during the Outburst cover squealing at 
the microphone during the soundcheck. That was epic! 
Since the Leipzig show I've been playing in Europe 
with the Mannheim dudes: Yannick, Chris Domain and 
Fabian. Well, actually, Yannick has been the steady 
BB drummer for all the shows since Madrid. The funniest 
thing about the Leipzig show was that the guys played 
two songs wrong, but did it in a such Professional 
way, so no one even noticed it. I, however, could 
do nothing but started laughing in the middle of 
the songs because I failed to match the lyrics 
with the music haha. 


I've also played five shows in Russia: one time 
in Siberia (Krasnoyarsk) and at the Edge Day in 
St. Petersburg last year and also went on a mini-tour 
around West-North of Russia (Petrozavodsk, Murmansk 
and St. Petersburg again) this year. I enjoyed each 
show a lot and received surprsingly good Support. 
People were also very nice everywhere and I made some 
new friends! Thanks a lot again to everyone who helped 
and participated! What I enjoyed most when travelling 
around was the nature. It was so different everywhere 
and a delight to the eye. Not sure if Big Boss will 
play any shows there soon, maybe even never. 











What's the hardcore scene in Russia like and is there 
a scene in the city where you live, in Tyumen? Does the scene 
over there distinguish from the scene in Europe? 

Oh I suppose I'm not the best person to answer this question, 
since I have been only to a few shows in Russia. I think the 
biggest scene have been in St.-Petersburg lately. Probably the most 
populär St.-Petersburg bands at this point are Collision and 
Nosebleed. Collision are very inspired by Life of Agony and 
Nosebleed are a Straight Edge hardcore band with some NYHC vibes. 

I also know that there are scenes in Petrozavodsk, Krasnoyarsk 
and Yakutsk as well as in some other big cities. Unfortunately, 
there have never been a scene in my city. I tried to play in some 
bands since 2009 but it never worked out (most of the times it was 
for the better, though, haha) . I don't know why but sometimes it 
seems to me that hardcore is somehow a bit fading in Russia. 

There doesn't seem to be too many new people into it. I suppose, 
young people are more interested in other things nowadays and 
older people lose their interest with time. And as for smaller 
cities, many active people from local scenes move to the bigger 
cities like Moscow or St.-Petersburg, so the local scenes usually 
start dying. I also some people in the scene tend to immigrate due 
to an unstable political Situation and unknown future of the countries. 
Some of them just have to do it. I consider those as the reasons 
of a lack of new bands these days in Russia. You won't also probably 
find the tendency of more and more girls getting involved in punk or 
hardcore like in the U.S. or Europe here. 
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Thanks so much for taking time for the interview even 
though you're in the midst of moving! Looking forward 
to finally see Big Boss live this year! What are 
your last words? 


What are your plans and upcoming 
projects, as you just moved 
from Tyumen to Leipzig! 

As for the future projects, Maggie 
(from Savage) and I had our first 
practice today. I don't really know 
what we're going to play yet 'cause we 
both need to learn a bit more about 
how to play our instruments first but I 
hope it will grow into something sooner 
or later. Also, at this point, I feel 
like that musicwise I would like to play 
something in the vein of Righteous Jams, 
RZL DZL and something like that. But 
I probably gotta write some riffs at home 
first so that I could feel more confident 
about this idea. I still find it hard 
to cooperate with other people in terms 
of music writing. However, I haven't feit 
Creative lately, so I would totally be 
down with just try to play someone else's 
ideas. I suppose I shouldn't go too 
crazy about this at this point because 
I don't know how much energy the studies 
and work are going to drain out of me. 
Anyway, I'm really looking forward 
for some new projects. 


PHOTO BY NATASHA TOMOV2^ 


Thank you very much for still interest in this Big Boss 
project and for theinterview! I hope to see you zine out 
very soon. Actually, mostly cheesy phrases come to my mind 
as the last words haha. Just stay true to yourself and 
other people. And don't let other people's opninion 
or your own self-critic to stop you from trying doing 
something you feel like doing. 


PLAYLIST 


MIL-SPEC - INSIGHT 
STIFF LOVE - WALK IN THE DARK 
MAZZY STAR - BLUE FLOWER 
RESTRAINING ORDER - MADE A CHANGE 
SILK - LIFESBLOOD 
UP IN BLUE - THE RISING SUN 
TELEKINESIS - PRESCRIPTION 
GEM ~ KNOW HER 
SUBSTANCE - GAMES YOU PLAY 
HEART - SOUL OF THE SEA 
STAGES IN FAITH - FLOODLIGHTS 


EKULU - MELT THE ICE 




FFO: INSIGHT, AGAINST THE WALL 



So could you first introduce your band 
and how you all came together? 

I'm Liam, I sing. Oscar plays guitar, Steven plays 
bass and Yuhad plays drums. We all raet in the summer 
of 2017 and became really good friends immediately. 
Steven, Oscar, and Yuhad had known each other for a 
while and wanted to Start a band together. A few 
months after we met Steven told me he thought we 
should Start a band with me on the mic. We 
into writing and a few months later we had 
the demo ready to go. 

Meaning you weren't involved in any other bands 
before? Could you teil me the ideas behind 
the lyrics of the demo? 

I have been in a couple really bad bands, back 
when I was around 15-16 old, but nothing serious 
The lyrics on the demo are mainly about trying 
to know what to believe and what to live for at 
a time where it seems so difficult to identify 
how we can make our lives useful. At least 
from an American standpoint, it feels like 
corporations and the extremley wealthy use thei 
money to influence everything that happens in 
this world and have things play out in their fa 
I guess the lyrics on the demo express this in 
less political and more personal sense: what 
can I do to affect change when it feels like nc 
one is on the same page? i»n adress the last line 


on the demo: 

„I've feit the pain", since it seems like 
people resonate with that the most. 

After writing that song I realized 
that the majority of hardcore bands now 
make some mention of „the pain", but in 
this context I'm using „the pain w to 
describe the realization that the world 
and it's institutions are so fucked and so 
unfair on so many levels, and the pain is 
just the overwhelming confusion and despair 
that comes with that realization. 







You recently played your first show, how did you feel about 
it and how did it go? Any upcoming shows you're looking 
forward to? 

I was kind of nervous beforehand, I just get worried about being 
in front of people and imagine worst case scenarios, like I 
forget lyrics or fall or soraething. The show itself was awesome 
and I don't think we could have ask for a better first show. I was 
honestly surprised at how positively it went over. I was expecting 
it to just be people watchng us and seeing what we had to offer 
as a band, but people knew the words and stuff , it was cool. 

FYA got announced recently and we'll be playing day 2, so we're 
incredibly excited about that. We also will be doing a short tour 
with Altered State in October, that will be a lot of fun. 

Yeah, I noticed you’re playing FYA! I was thinking about coming 
too, after the line-up was announced. Would love to see all the 
sraaller bands like Except, Field Agent and Result of Choice. 

How do you got involved in hardcore and are you or the members of 
the band straight edge? If the answer is yes, what motivated you 
to go straight edge? 

I'm excited for all those bands too, I love them. I got 
interested in hardcore around 2012 at the age of 14. 

When I was around 11 or 12 I was listening to mainly 
really bad internet metalcore bands and was getting 
tired of it because all started to sound the same. 

I knew I like stuff that sounded less polished, 
production-wise, and songs that moved a little faster. 

Have Heart's „Song's To Scream at the Sun" was showing up 
in my suggested YouTube Videos a lot and I thought the 
album art looked cool. As soon as I heard the first 
few chords of „The Same Son", I knew I had found something 
that really meshed with my soul in a way no other music 
had before. The kind of kicked it all off 
for me, as far as hardcore goes. 






Three of our members are straight edge I decided to go 
straicrht edge in sumraer of 2015. I drank alcohol once 
, -Kcobii-oiv h 3 t«d it smoked wsed twice ana i.e~t 
iust awful. Some people enjoy that stuff and can use it 
^e=pon«iblv, and that’s cool, but it just doesn't do 
anything for me personally. I'm not sure how it is in 
G»'rraany 9 but in America, it feels like so many social 
aatherings are based around the consumpcion of alcohol. 
The alcohol industry spends raore on a f^ rt g S1 ^,s ^ ust 
marketing than any other industry in the US_ It • last 

you dön.tdrink P Theyll either be really surprised 
or kind of anr.oyed, or act like xt s some bra*e 
sacrifice you're making. Ho one is ever 3 ust like, 
oh, ok cool. The 'positive- reactions are the °nes 
where people say like,'wo«'! I respect that. , which 

has always baffled me, because that lmplies either 

abstaining from alcohol is good, ana they " think 

could do that but for some reason won t, OR they thx . 
it's Strange and they-re trying to De nice by sa / in 9 
they'respect’ it. But anyway, straight edge is so cool 
to me because it's a group of people who °penly J-egect 
the premise that you need to consume alcohol to^have 
fun or that alcohol needs to be some default cultura 
reference point. It's ridiculous and it's gust a result 
of alcohol Companies pouring such absurd amounts of 
money into brainwashing people that alcohol is anyt mg 
besides poison meant to be consumed in 
small tolerable doses. 







As far as I know, Florida has a 
pretty vibrant scene at the moment 
with lots of bands springing up 
like mushrooms. Can you teil me 
a bit more about the hardcore 
scene over there ? 

Hahahahaha yeah this is true! 

I actually don’t live in Florida, 

I live in Boston, but from what 
I’ve seen, I can say that South 
Florida hardcore has some of the 
hardest working and most passionate 
people in hardcore right now. They 
will make shows happen wherever 
they have to happen. They're doing 
it for anyone but themeselves. 

See the lyrics of the Day by Day 
song 'SFLHC'. They also habe a 
surfeit of talented musicians who 
listen to good hardcore and know 
how to write a song or two. 

Sounds great, I really like the 
artwork too! What's your 
favourite 80's HC release? 


Oh sorry, I thought you're from 
Florida1 Who designed the artwork 
for the demo and why did you want 
them to design it? 

Haha no worries! There 1 s been a 
few people who have thought I'm 
from there. Our friend Mikey 
Morales did the artwork. 

He was making these really 
awesome looking flyers and when 
it came time to get demo art, 
we had heard he only did flyers, 
so we didn't ask him at first. 

We sat on it for A WHILE and 
couldn't really pick anyone we 
could have wanted to do it. 
Eventually I was like »fuck it, 
I'm just going to ask Mikey and 
see what he says anyway", and 
Mikey was like 'yeah, Let me 
see what I can dd. ' He came back 
with the art that you see on 
the front of the demo and we all 
loved it. 



That's a super tough one! Let's see... 
* needs some time to reply *. 

I'm having an awful time narrowing 
it to just one, but I think 
two releases from that time that 
have perfect songs and SOUND good, 
would be Bad Brains - I Against I, 
and Judge - Bringin' It Down. 





, last onel Current favorite band/singer? 
(non-hc as well!!) 


Oh man, so many. Everything going in South florida 
is awesome. I really love that new Mil-Spec record 
and when I saw them a couple months ago it was the 
first time I had feit that way at a hardcore show 
in a long time. As far as non-hc, I'm really lovin 
that new Big School record and I'm excited for more 
music from Silver Rain! 


rds are: STOP CONSUMING. 
much for the interview» 
appreciate it! 


sr 

ZACK 


ROSERS 


Thank you for taking the time! MOD is sick as fuck! 
course! Thanks again, it means the world, truly 
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STRINGS IN 
RAPTURE, 
big CHEESE, 
mere mortal 




& BLOOD EAGLE 


Hey Maegan! Could you please 
introduce you and all the bands 
you’re involved in and have been 
m? 


Hey Selina! I'm Meg, I currently 
live just outside Leeds in the UK 
whilst I study but I'm originally 
from London. At the moment I play 
guitar in Big Cheese, which is my 
most active project, as well as 
Rapture, Blood Eagle and Mere 
Mortal. I also drummed in Ordeal 
and have released music with a 
side project called Peachy Queen. 


nuw did you Start making music _ 

got involved in all those bands? I 
think Hard Point or Rapture was 
your first bandproject, as far as 
I know? 

From my early teens I was playing 
guitar and listening to bands like 
the Buzzcocks, Stiff Little Fingers, 
The Damned, all the classic British 
punk stuff that then led me onto the 
Bad Brains, Minor Threat and Void as 
I got older, but I had no idea for 
a long time that there was a modern 
'scene' for hardcore punk. My 
awakening came when I ended up coming 
across bands like Violent Reaction, 
Coke Bust, the Rival Mob...that 
opened up a whole new world for me 
that I could delve into. I didn't 
Start making music of my own until 
a couple of years later, and Rapture 
was my first project. (I never 
actually played in hard point - 
I was meant to when we played live 
but it never ended up happening!) 


WOOD (WONDERGIRL) 
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What about your side-project 
|Peachy Queen»? Are you doing 
it all on your own and are you 
planning to bring it to the stage 
with this project, if you haven’t 
yet? 


Hnedatn^'ktaJfeel... 


2017 t P ! a S hy Queen in summer 
^017. i wanted to write sonaq thar 

sounded like Milk Music and 
Dinosaur Jr, two of my favourite 
“t“ I.wanted to »ach outside 
the boundaries of writing just 

anrt d i°^ again - 1 record the vocals 

We d hfven^ a ? d R ? Z ? r does the drums. 
we h a ven't played live yet but I'm 

not sure it '11 ever reach the stage! 

t s on hold at the moment 
wniist I demo up some songs for a 
new pro]ect, more along the lines 


I'm definitely down to do vocals 
in a hardcore band one day but 
I'm not sure when, my ideal style 
uld be something like Jerry's Kids 


you imagine doing vocals in 
a hardcore band too one day? (I 
think that is something we’re 
secretly all waiting for) 











Could you teil me about your 
’guitar history’? 

I took classical guitar lessons 
from when I was about 11, doing 
my grade exams up to Grade 8 when 
I was 16. The pieces I learned to 
play were varied, from 
arrangements of Rachmaninoff and 
Chopin for guitar to Barney Kessel 
jazz pieces. When I was about 
fifteen I got my first electric 
guitar which is the Strat I sti 
play now. I'd play along with 
whatever I was listening to at 
the time and I also played in 
my school productions whilst I 
was there, from Hairspray to 
Les Miserables. I started wirting 
my own music and doing acoustic 
covers from about 14. I didn’t 
Start writing punk riffs for a 
couple of years after diving into 
that genre. More recently I’ve been 
enjoying learning solo for heavy metal 
projects and going back to looking 
at blues and slide guitar on acoustic. 
Learning the basics on drums was a 
challenge I set myself as I'd always 
wanted to learn to play, but never 
really had the Chance to! I'm proud 
of the Ordeal demo as proof I managed 
to make some progress. Every now and 
then I'll sit down and learn something 
new but for now guitar is my true love 


PHOTO by 
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What’s your advice to girls who 
want to sing or play an instrument 
in a band? 


I would say that time spent not working on achieving 
those things is wasted time! I think a lot of people 
are scared to Start learing an instrument as adults, 
but you really really don't need lessons or training 
to play in a punk band. Learn to play a power chord 
and the world is your oyster. Gather your friends 
together, reach out and make new ones through mutual 
friends and the internet who already play and can 
help you along. Pen some lyrics down about something 
you*re passionate about. Above all, it should be fun, 
not a task. Hardcore has always involved both men and 
women and it always will, however hard some people try 
to write women out of it. It's a far less hostile 
environment now to be a woman in a band than it was 
even two years ago. So if you're about how people 
will react, remember that nobody has the right to 
try and take hardcore away from you. It doesn't 
belong to anyone. You can write and be of your own 
history. 



I remember that last year, a few weeks after the Domain and 
Rapture tour took place, you posted a photo of ’The Kids will 
have their say fest' where you mentioned that you are more 
of a quieter and shyer person. When you started making music, 
was it a huge Step for you out of your comfort zone to play in 
front of people? How did you develop as a person between 
recording, touring and founding bands? 

Honestly, I think playing in bands has been completely 
transformative to who I am. It's brought me out of my Shell 
massively and has made me a far more self-assured and confident 
person than I was two years ago. I think it's an interesting 
thing to talk about because we generally agree that people are 
either introverts or extroverts, but are constantly told growing 
up that to be successful we have to be confident, talkative, bubbly, 
chatty...not all of those things come naturally to a lot of people. 
Pushing myself via playing music, and the like-minded friends I've 
made through that, make me feel like I don't have to change myself 
to be likeable or successful in my ventures. I think this is because 
hardcore is a very social thing, but most people co-exist within 
mutual values and beliefs so it's a lot easier to find common ground 
and to accept people as they are. I had lots of conversations with 
people, especially women, who identified with that post and it was 
reassuring to know there are others who feel the same. Whenever I 
feel like I'm in a slump or I'm not enough, I can look at those 
pictures and be reminded of the community I'm part of which values 
people for who they are. 



I cruess most people reading this already know about Rapture and 
BieTcheese, but may I ask you to please mtroduce your new 
band-project Mere Mortal? 


Yes! Mere Mortal is a metal band in the realm of Whiplash and 
Death Anqel .• trashy death metal influenced hardcore 
Und versa) . Tom Pimlott (The Flex, Violent Reactxon, 



Arms Race etc...) 
approached me with the 
tunes just before the 
summer and asked if 
I'd be interested in 
laying down some leads 
along with Joe Williams. 
He and I recorded the 
leads straight over 
the basic tracks he’d 
already recorded and 
same with Liam’s vocals 
and Adam Rogers was also 
recruited on drums. 

It’s coming out on QCHQ 
before the end of the 
year so that's exciting. 
Something a bit different 
to get stuck into an I 
think it'll appeal to 
both hardcore heads and 
metalheads. We’ve played 
a couple of shows so far 
and it’s been really fun 
an challenging 
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Big Cheese and Illusion were on European 
tour lately and last summer Rapture were 
on tour alongside Domain from Mannheim. 
Can you share some experiences you made 
on both tours? 


Tour is amazing. It's basically going on 
holiday with all your friends, getting to 
do something you love doing every night, 
meeting loads of generous and interesting 
people...the Rapture/Domain tour last year 
was my first tour and i lovedevery minute 
of it. I'd never been to Germany or Poland 
before so it was amazing to get to see the 
cities we played in. 

The Big Cheese/Illusion tour was crazy, 
the shows were better than I could've 
hoped for - Berlin was a highlight! 

The venue we played at had a skate spot 
right next to it so we made the most of 
that before the show. I've been learning 
to skate over the summer and there were 
a few really good Skateboarders on the 
tour especially Alex from Illusion and 
Louis. They were helping me with stuff 
and I did my first drop-in in Mannheim 
which was a high point! We also played 
this game called Mafia one night which 
was fun. Both times after we played in 
Leipzig we went midnight swimming in the 
dark in this lake which I've loved both 
times and we also jumped into a canal in 
Belgium. 




We also tried to get into the Catacombs 
at lam in Paris using a weird bootleg 19th 
Century map someone had for a secret 
entrance in a park haha! The lowest point 
was Louis getting sleight-of-hand mugged 
by some guy in Belgium after the gig. 

After that we were extra careful about 
who was hanging around us and the van as 
the worst possibility would be getting 
equipment stolen. Touring can be tiring 
at times, a lot of late nights and long 
drives, but the people you're with make 
all thedifference and I wouldn't change 
any of it. We went to a water park in 
Belgium on the last day which was the 
best way to end the tour! Hours on the 
waterslides andrapids at this holiday 
resort place. Memories that shall 
never be forgotten!! 


Do you think Big Cheese or Rapture will be also 
doing a US tour in the near future? 


Rapture is on hold at the moment though we do have 
some new unheard songs lurking somewhere that will 
see the light of the day sometime soon! Big Cheese 
has an LP coming out probably (hopefully) early-to 
mid-2019 and there is perhaps an US tour in the 
works if everything goes to plan. There have been 
some offers for fests that so far we haven't been 
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What does being straight edge mean to you? 

I've been straight edge for a few years and it's definitely something 
I'd consider to be a big part of my life, but I think even if I'd never 
known about hardcore punk or straight edge I wouldn't drink, smoke etc. 

I didn't drink growing up because I didn't ever want to, then at a certain 
point I feit like it was holding me back from making friends so I tried it 
on maybe three or four occasions. That's when I knew completely it wasn't 
for me. I feel like people can view straight edge as a prescriptive and 
maybe stifling way of life but for me it's the opposite. I feel more free 
and able to be myself without being pressured into doing things I don't 
want to do. Sometimes I feel people who are edge have a holier-than-thou 
attitude to people who drink, but for me it's an entirely personal choice 
that I mostly keep to myself. There are people close to me struggling with 
alcoholism and addiction and my support for them is eternal. The way people 
deal with things is not always straightforward. I think my biggest struggle 
is with capitalism and for me drinking culture and modern farming methods 
are two things closely linked to it. 



MATT GABELL 


Favourite NYHC Band? Any last words? 


Thanks for the interview, I hope dear readers got 
some inspiration or at the very least a laugh from 
my waffling. It's a tie between REST IN PIECES and 
SICK OF IT ALL! Just Look Around and My Rage tie for 
best NYHC records ever. Pick up an instrument, Start 
a band and go on tour!! Over and out! 


Thank you for the interview! I wanted to ask you 
some of the guestions for quite some time 
and I'm glad i had the opportunity now! 












































































